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REMARKS 



Claims 3, 6, 12, 24, 27, 33, 40-46, and 48-58 are presently pending in the application. 
Claims 3, 6, 24, 27, 40, 46, and 50 have been amended to more particularly define the 
invention. Claims 56-58 have been added to assure Applicant the degree of protection to 
which his invention entitles him. Claims 5, 13, 26, 34, and 47 have been cancelled in the 
interest of expediting prosecution. Claims 1, 2, 4, 7-1 1, 14-23, 25, 28-32, and 35-39 were 
previously canceled. 

THE 35 U.S.C. §112, SECOND PARAGRAPH, REJECTION 

In the final rejection, claims 3, 6, 12 and 41 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 12, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim 
the subject matter which applicant regards as the Invention. This rejection is traversed. 

With respect to claim 3, the Office Action contends that the term "the netlist 
modification is divided into a set of steps, each step addressing a specific aspect of the design 
space" is not clear, and asks for definitions of "set of steps" and "aspect of the design space." 

Claim 3 has been amended to recite that each step addresses "a specific domain " of 
the design space, rather than "a specific aspect of the design space," thus overcoming that 
aspect of the rejection. 

For consistency, the same amendment has been made to claim 24, even though that 
claim was not rejected on this basis. 

A "set of steps" is just that. For example, the netlist modification might be divided 
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into a first step involving, say, the physical domain, and then a second step involving, say, the 
Boolean domain. Thus, the first and second steps comprise a "set of steps." More steps 
might be included in a set, depending upon the situation. 

The Random House Webster's College Dictionary, Second Edition, 1999, includes as 
a definition of "step" "any of a series of successive stages in a process or the attainment of an 
end." A copy of this definition is attached. Thus, in claim 3 the netlist modification process 
is divided into a set of successive stages. 

With regard to claim 6, the Office Action contends that the term "logical data" is not 
clear. This has been amended to "logical circuitry," thus overcoming this rejection. 

For consistency, the same amendment has been made to claim 27, even though that 
claim was not rejected on this basis. 

With regard to claim 12, the Office Action contends that the terms "predetermined 
stages" and "implement" are not clear, and asks for a definition of "implement." 

As to "predetermined stages," claim 40, from which claim 12 is dependent, states that 
under certain conditions, the claimed method continues by "returning to (a)." Claim 12 then 
adds that at predetermined stages of the method, whether to intercept the method and 
implement the most recently considered netlist modification and cell placement is selectively 
determined. Thus, for example, it may be decided in advance that if a satisfactory netlist 
modification and cell placement are not achieved after, say, five attempts, then, rather than 
again returning to (a), the result of the fifth attempt - - i.e., the most recently considered 
netlist modification and cell placement - - is to be implemented. In such instance, the 
predetermined stage is the fifth attempt. 
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As to "implement," claim 40, from which claim 12 is dependent, states that under 
certain conditions, the claimed method continues by " implementing the considered netlist 
modification and the considered cell placement." Claim 12 merely sets out another condition 
that leads to " implementing the considered netlist modification and the considered cell 
placement." 

The Random House Webster's College Dictionary^ Second Edition, 1999, includes as 
a definition of the verb "implemenf "to put into effect according to a definite plan or 
procedure," A copy of this definition is attached. Thus, in claim 12 at predetermined stages 
it is selectively determined whether to intercept the method and put into effect the most 
recently considered netlist modification and cell placement. 

In view of the foregoing, the Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and 
withdraw the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §1 12, second paragraph. 

THE 35 U.S.C. §102(e) REJECTION 

In the final rejection, claims 3, 6, 12, 24, 27, 33, 40-46 and 48-55 were rejected under 
35 U.S.C. §102(e) as anticipated by Shenoy, U.S. Patent No. 6,378,1 14, with the identical 
discussion that was provided in the previous Office Action. This rejection is respectfully 
traversed. 

Prior to the present Amendment, elements (c) and (d) of claim 40 read: 

"(c) determining whether the considered netlist modification and the 
considered cell placement improve the design space; and 

"(d) if the considered netlist modification and the considered cell 
placement improve the design space, implementing the considered netlist 
modification and the considered cell placement, but if the considered netlist 
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modification and the considered cell placement do not improve the design 
space, returning tp (a)." 

The final rejection argues that optimization in [and presumably also improvement of] 
a single domain will simultaneously affect the other domains. This appears to challenge 
whether a netlist modification and cell placement can improve the design space. 

By the above amendments, it is brought out that it is determined whether the 
considered netlist modification and the considered cell placement improve at least one 
domain of the design space, while leaving all other domains of the design space satisfactory . 
For example, if a netlist modification and cell placement improve, say, timing by 3 ps, but 
decrease the spare space by five percent, that still may be considered an improvement in the 
design space, even though the spare space is decreased, so long as the reduced spare space is 
within a satisfactory amount. 

The final rejection contends that elements (c) and (d) of claim 40 are: 
"disclosed by Shenoy at column 1, line 54 'several iterations... to optimize... each of these 
stages is highly dependent on the results of the other stages., . the overall design might 
sometimes be worse in a successive iteration', and at column 3, line 32 'after cell separation 
is performed, the netlist is tweaked to optimize the design'. The final rejection applies the 
same reasoning in rejecting independent claims 46 and 50. 

The above partial quotation from Shenoy's column 1 omits a significant part of 

Shenoy's teaching. The full passage reads: 

"Often, several iterations of the design, layout, and testing process are 
required in order to optimize the semiconductor chip's size, cost, heat output, 
speed, power consumption, and electrical functionalities. However, one 
problem is attributable to the fact that each of these stages is highly dependent 
on the results of the other stages. A minor alteration in one stage intended to 
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enhance one characteristic may cause unforeseen problems to occur in other 
stages. For example, changing a cell in the synthesis stage might drastically 
alter the current place and route. It is this high degree of interdependence 
which makes it extremely difficult to predict and account for the consequences 
associated with any changes. Indeed, the overall design might sometime be 
worse in a successive iteration." [Emphasis added.] 

Shenoy thus teaches that several iterations of a process that includes layout and testing 
may be required. In each iteration, including layout and testing, if it is found that the result is 
not satisfactory, the process is started over, wasting the time, material, and expense of the 
layout and testing. 

At column 3, lines 35-41, Shenoy states: 

"In the past, the area in which the IC is to be placed was typically held 
constant. In contrast, the present invention allows the area to change in size 
(i.e., either grow or shrink). Should the area grow to exceed a pre-defined 
allocation, the present invention will automatically generate a message to 
indicate this condition to the user ." [Emphasis added.] 

Thus, Shenoy states that when the change causes a problem, the user is notified . The user 

must then take action , either to undertake a new design, layout, and testing process or to 

override the message and accept design with the problem. 

In contrast, the present invention if the considered netlist modification and considered 
cell placement do not improve at least one domain of the design space, while leaving all other 
domains of the design space satisfactory, a different possible netlist modification for the 
design space is considered, along with a cell placement for this modified design space. Thus, 
the time, effort, and expense of implementing a netlist modification and cell placement that 
are unsatisfactory are avoided. 

The final rejection ignores, and does not respond to, the argument presented in the 
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previous amendment that the considered netlist modification and cell placement are not 
implemented until and unless it is determined that they improve the design space . As can be 
seen, this distinguishes in an unobvious manner from Shenoy. 

The above amendments to independent claims 40, 46, and 50 make clear that the 
claimed invention involves determining whether the considered netlist modification and the 
considered cell placement improve at least one domain of the design space, while leaving all 
other domains of the design space satisfactory . The above amendments to independent 
claims 40, 46, and 50 also make clear that in accordance with the claimed invention 
determining whether the considered netlist modification and the considered cell placement 
improve at least one domain of the design space, while leaving all other domains of the 
design space satisfactory takes place before implementing the considered netlist modification 
and the considered cell placement . 

This distinguishes over Shenoy in which each iteration includes layout and testing. 

It is accordingly submitted that independent claims 40, 46, and 50 distinguish 
patentably from Shenoy and are allowable , as are their respective dependent claims. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant submits that claims 3, 6, 12, 24, 27, 33, 40-46, and 
48-58, all the claims presently pending in the application, are patentably distinct over the 
prior art of record and are allowable , and that the application is in condition for allowance . 
Such action would be appreciated. 

Should the Examiner find the application to be other than in condition for allowance, 
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the Examiner is requested to contact the undersigned attorney at the local telephone number 
listed below to discuss any other changes deemed necessary for allowance in a telephonic or 
personal interview. 

To the extent necessary, Applicant petitions for an extension of time under 37 CFR 
§1 .136, The Commissioner is authorized to charge any deficiency in fees, including 
extension of time fees, or to credit any overpayment in fees to Attorney's Deposit Account 
No. 50-0481. 



McGinn & Gibb, PLLC 

8321 Old Courthouse Road, Suite 200 
Vienna, VA 22182-3817 
(703) 761-4100 
Customer No. 21254 



Respectfully Submitted, 





James N. Dresser, Esq. 
Registration No. 22,973 
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0-30; < LL imperdtivus < L 
e. command; see emperor] 
B»ness. /L ^--^s^S*!"; 
-ra'tOr, -ra'tar), re. 1. (in imperSf^^'* 
tome) a temporary title accorded a^. 
imperdtor; see emperor] —Im-pa^^^, 
adj. — lniopeKa*to/rioa|o|y, oduLi^l^^S 
sep/t3 bal). ad^. 1. very slight, graai^l'^ 
peofthe road, 2, not perceived ^lj ' 
i; < ML] — im/per«cep'ti.bil'i*ty/^ 
rocep'tiobly, adv. ' ^ 



•p/tiv). adf, not perceptive. tl655r«ife^^ 
ip^e ant)j ad;\ imperceptive. Uttnc^^^'<^' 

adj. 1. of, pertaining to, or ( ^ 

imperfect vision. 2. lacking conqilg^^v? 
or designating a verb tense or fti^^p^— 



repeated^ or continuing action mf^^M^J^ 
:e in progress at a point of refereiirelff;^^ ^ 
'they used to speak" or "they wen^a^^^S. ^- 
r law. 5. (of a flower) having ea*^^J^:t^ 
— n. 6. the imperfect tense. 7. a vea> j^.H*^ 
00-50; ME imparfU < MF imparfifi^t&r^ 
in*per'fecto|y. adv. — im*per'fect#^eJCv. 

ftmgus for which only the asexaal^'^p^% ^ 
any fungus of the Fungi Unperfectirvf B^'cC 
ik'shan), n. 1. fault; flaw, 2. the <^fe^^- " 
350-1400; ME < LL] >ur^^:fy%V 
k'tiv), od;. 1, of or noting an aspej^gf^^ ^ 
eteness or repetition of an actiori^^t^^I^ ' 
ect 3. a verb in this aspect. f??^^.^ 
r it, -fa ratO, ad^- 1. Also, Imoper^^ "V 
mps) lacking perforations. ti66S-^7Si$^.%v^ 

adj. 1. of, pertaining to. or charac^p^f^ 
I. characterizing the rule or auflwi^^^;!/' 
pendencies. 3. of a commandin^^^^^Ep^;^^ 

5. of special or superior size or ipn|t^t^&-^v ; 
conforming to the nonmetriC'Stand^l^'t^-'^'. 
Britain. — n. 7, a member of an^sSpi£i^ >S 

8. an emperor or empress. 9. anarfei^C; 

[1325-75; ME empenal < MF.r-c^M^ 
pBsnjM + -dUs -al'] — lm«»pe'ri»al»|^,^1 
I, 71. a small, pointed beard 
imp&ials. n.- use of fern, of 
ho wore such a beard)] ^ v^^^^.^^ 

ritish gallon equivalent to I'/s U.S. g^^^g 

a liz^am). n. 1. the policy of extendte^wj 
pire'or nation over foreign counttte^a^*^^ 
nies and dependencies. 2. advockgeaCpfe^;:^ 
rial system of govemmeiL [1855-©)}^^^ 
m-pe/rioaUis'tk, adj. — im.pe/rfi|^g <^ 

eUow moth, Eades imperioHs. witii>^gp^' 

. irrigated agricultural region in SEtg^Z^^ 
jrmerly a part of the Colorado Dess^^M^^-^ 
I contains the Salton Sink. ■ 
-lied. -H-ing or (esp. Brit) -illed. -H^f^X: 
90-16CM)3 — hnoperll-ment n. '^'^K' C t; 
s), ad/. 1. domineering in a haughtj^mr,. 
hnperative: imperious need. [lS3S^:^.;.f 
yrannical - imperi(um) impew™ ^^^"^^ 

•n sha bal), adj. not subject to decaj^^-^ 
ioness, Ji. — Im-per'bhoa-bly, odi^-'^'^mi^- 
a), n., pi -pe«ri«a (-per'e a), -pe-'*°?^M^ 
■. 2. area of dominion; sphere of co^ii;J 

right to command the force of 
[1645-55; < L: authority, empire -i^p; 

+ -itzm -lUM'] iMt"- 
/ma nant), adj. not permanent; tra^^'t^ 
Bitce, n. — lmoper/ma»nentoly, odsf-''^^^ 
r'me a bal). adj. 1. not permeable; is^T^ 
tees, rocks, etc.) not permitting tb^^ 

LL] — lm»per'meoa«bH1«ty, im«F 
•a«*bly. adv. 

n mis'a bal), adj. not permissible. 




5inro|p(sirttBini®iraoB 




or accompanied by an empty sul^^^SCl 
raxning. b. (of a pronoun) indefiDJl^^ . 
0; < LL] — lm*per/$on»aUly. adv. Wsor^^ 
ar'sa nl izO, u.r.. -teed. -Iz^ing. to 
•per'sonoaloUza^tion. a 
/sa natO» v., -at*ed, -atolng. 1. ^ -.jeaxi^n 
ce of; pretend to be. 2. to mimic ^^mU ^ 
Tson) in order to entertain. [1710-1%^^^ 
ker'sonea/tor, n. 



(im piir'tn ans), n. 1. unmannerly intrusion or pre- 
pizisolence. 2. impertinent quality or action. 3. something 
irrelevance; inapprc^riateness. (1595-1605) 
tlTOsn«»ey (im pfir'tn an se), re., p£. -des. impekiinence. 
Uaiiagrt fim pfir'tn ant), adj. 1. intrusively presumptuous; 
fJJJ^Mngijpertinent; irrelevant: on impertinent detail [1350-1400; 
'SJ^^^^ti' — im»per'ti*nent*ly, adv. — im«per'ti»nent*ness, n. 
^ ^^-kirdmnNENT. iMniDENT, INSOLENT refer to bold and rude persons 
«l ij^v*M>-r-^nk<>''EaRTiNENT, from its primary meaning of not pertinent 
_l'^^^aj^propriate or out of place, has come to imply an un- 
jS^te^^wion into the affairs of others; it may also refer to a pre- 
jip^g^l^stX^^^^^'^s.^^^ persons entitled to r^pect: impertinent 
00^^^i^^hnpertment interruption, impudent suggests a bold and 
'^^^'^^^weness: an impudent young rascal insolent suggests the 
i^^pntemptuous behavior of an arrogant person: The boss 
f^^O^snt employee. 

^boQ«lbl@ (im'^par tfir^a bal). adj. incapable of being upset 
T^^^icalm. [1490-1500; < LL] — lm/peroturb/a.blW.ty, im'- 
" ^faiWe*ness, re. — im^per^turb^aobly. izdi;. 

(im pilr've as), adj. 1. not permitting penetration or 
imgl^^e petr is impervious to rain. 2. incapable of being injured 
0j$^l^^timpennous to wear and tear, 3. incapable of being influ- 
ri-^i^^^k^' impervious to reason, [1640-50; < L impervias: see 

^im'per'vioous'ly, adv. — im«per/vtoousones$. re. 
|i^|i^<fet£{im'^pi 6^go). re. a contagious skin infection, usu. strep- 
. giaipe9|,^|pa^^ by pustules that erupt and form crusts. [1350- 
^lgO;^^$primpetigd - impet(ere) to make for, attack (see impe- 
> -^Pl^im.wertigD vertigo] — im'pe<>tig'l«notis (-tij'a nas), adj. 

(im pech^do os^ te), re., pi -ties. 1. the quality or 
.ws^^^^f^psing impetuous. 2. an impemous action. [1575-85] 
j pl| Ht i ; (im pecfa^oo as), adj. 1. of, pertaining to. or diaracter- 
f liit^i^fen'or rash action or emotion. 2. moving with* great force; 
3iliim^^n^Ktaous winds. (1350-1400; ME < AF < LL impetuosns = 
+ -05US -ous] — im*pet'u<>oiisoly, ody. — im«pet'- 
i i wi^lia ^fe'"- — Syn. tMPETuous, impulsive both refer to persons who 
4j» l^ ^ lod. ^ precipitate, in action, or to actions not preceded by 
ites^^i00W€m suggests great energy, overeagemess, and impa- 
tesx^^B^mipetuous lover: impetuous words, impulsive emphasizes 
^''^S^Jlr reflection: an impulsive act of generosity. 

I »>i fj||t5 |fflm^pi tas), re., pi -tusoes. 1. a driving force; ' impulse; 
iftinte.^*i^f^the momentmn of a moving body, esp. with reference to 
"lOfai^motion. [1650-60; < L: attack] 

^, _ |r?(mip<hul), re. the capital of Manipur state, in NE India. 

M * fi*^^ 0m pin te) , re.. pZ. -ties. 1 . tiie quaUty or state of being in^>i- 
^Ei^g^^bice. . 2. an impious act or practice. [1300-50; ME < Lj 
'•^^^l^jPinj'). v.L.^lnged, -pingolng. 1. to encroach; infringe: 
1odmriS0jnL. another's ri^tts. 2. to strike; collide: light impinging on 
■W fe ^^^^i mate an impression; have an effect: uieos tftat impinge 
Wl^m^^^tSJtation. [1525-35; < ML impingene to cause to colllide. 

-pi^^^re, comb, form of pangere to fasten, drive 
^^^^Aor] — Imoplnge'ment, re. 

•^^w^^/pe as, im pi'-), ad^. 1. not pious; lacking reverence, as 
~™^faigioiis practice; irreligious. 2. disrespectful. [1565-75; < 

ItS^f^^^' — l'n'pl"Otis«ness, n. 
*''|W^:^|jn^pish), adj. of, pertaining to, or befitting an imp; mischie- 
.j|553 — imp^«ly, adv. — imp^ishoness* re. 
*io (im plak'a bal, -pla'ka-), adj. not to be appeased, mol- 
" 1; inexorable: an imptacable enemy. [1375-1425; late 
:abilis. See im-'. placable] — imoplac'a«bil^«1y. Im« 

, „ ^ — lm«plac'aobly, adv: 

fcfS^®"^ ^ plant', -plant'; n. im'plant'. -plantO j v.t 1- to estab- 
JJJl^primithe mind: to implant principles of behavior. 2. to plant 
^^Wf^'M implant a post in the soU 3. to insert or graft (a tissue, 
S'^^^p^eat substance) into the body. —re. 4. a. a device or mate- 
^J^e#jOT repairing or replacing part of the body. b. medication or 
: gg^e^material inserted into tissue for sustained therapy. 5. a. a 
g^y^|iq>port inserted permanently into the bone or soft tissue of 
!*j7*^/#?ld artificial teeth, b. an artificial tooth or bridge attached 
J^g^^ce. [1535-45; (<F) < LL] — lm-»plant'aoble, a4/ — 

1. the act of implanting. 2. 



^^f^^^^^e^xig implanted. 3. the' attachment of the eariy embryo to 



(im'plan ta'shan) 
^jr;^m oeiiis implanted. 3. thi 
^^^^ff^lhe uterus. [1570-80] 

^JPN^bJo (im pld/za bal), adj. not plausible; causing disbelief, 
^j^^pjy:— lm»plau'siobil'icty, re. — lm«plau'sl«bly. adv. 
^J^pGm^plgd^. v.t, -ptead«ed or -plead (-pled') or -pled, -pleado 

nl). adj. 1. lacking reference to a P^^^m^ SJ^^. * f^^, ^ ^ ^' 

mj, r^' J; rr'^,*'^^^ plead] — fmoplead'a»ble, adj. — Imoplead'er, n. 

s Z^^wiLuX 4Sd sSl^il accomplishing work: agricukuiul implements. 2. an 

l,^.^,!!?S*'^l1^l^i^hie^'^OT^^ as household fuminn*. clothing, or the like. 3. a 

^aat: goodwill as an implement to peace. — v.L 4. to fulfill; 
§_^nplementing promises. 5. torpiftsintd j e^^ 

^^af. definite plin ' or 'procedure:- S. to provide with imple- 
g_^5-75; late ME < ML tmplSmentum item of stock, pi. 
z filling up < L imptere to fill up - im- im-' + pZere to 
'ple«men»tationw n. — lm'ple«ment'er, im'pleBmen'tor, re. 
~ (im'ph katO. v.t. -cat»ed. -catotng. 1. to show to be in- 
in an incriminating manner: to be implicated in a crime. 
as a necessary drcumstance; imply. 3. to affect as a con- 




sequence: Malfunctioning of one part of the nervous sy 
another part. 4. Archaic, to fold or twist together; intc 
40; < L tmpUcare to interweave - im- ai-' + pUcare t 
imopli«caoftlon (im^pU ka'shan). re. 1. something b 
gested as naturally to be inferred or understood: an im 
honesty. 2. the act of inq)lying. 3. the sUte of being 
relation between two propositions such that the seco 
when the first is true. 5. the act of implicating. 6. thi 
implicated. 7. a likely relationship: the religious imp 
dent astrology. [1400-50; late ME < LI — ln»'pll»ca'tk 
imoplicoit (im pUs'it), adj. 1. not expressly stated; ii 
agreement 2. unquestiocdng; absolute: impUdt trust. 
contained; inherent the drama implicit in the occasio 
< L tmpUdtus involved, obscure, var. ptp. of impUcan 
— imoplk'it«fy, adv. — Im^pHcltoness, n. 
imoploiflQ (im plod'), v., -plodded, -plodoing. —v.L 1. 
(opposed to explode). — v.t 2. to pronounce (a consc 
plosion. [1880-85: im-' + (ex)plode] 
Imoploro (im pldr'. -plor'). v., -piored. -plorQing. — v 
gently or piteously; beseech: They implored him to gc 
gently or piteously for: implore forgiveness. — v.t 3. to 
piteous supplication. [1530-40; < L impWrdre - im- 
to lament] ^imoplorlngoly^ adv. 
Isnopllooslon (im pld'zhan). re. 1. die act of implodhi^ 
ward. 2. the ingressive release of a suction stop. Cc 
[1875-80; im-' + (bx)plosion] — imoplo/shfe (-siv), adj 
ImepDy (im pll'}, v.t. -plied. -ply«lng. 1. to fridicate c 
out being explidtiy stated. 2. to involve as a necessar 
Speecft impUes a speaker. 3. Obs. to enfold- (1325-75; 
pUer < L impUcdre] — Usage. See infer. 
imopoolite (im'pa Ef). adj. not polite; rude. [1605-15; 

Ifto'ly. adv. — Im/pooHte/nosa, re. 
lnnop«»|aietlc (im pol'i tik), a^^. not politic, expedient, 
ImoponedoroQoblo (im pon'dar a bal). adj. 1. not ] 
susceptible to precise measuretiient or evaluation. — 
imponderable. [1785-95; < ML] — lmopon'defa«bH 
deroa«ble«ness, re. — im*pon'deroaobly, adv. 
ImoporS (v. im p6rt', -port', im'pfirt, -port; re. im'par 
to bring in from a foreign country or other source: to i 
resale. 2. to bring or introduce from one use or com 
other: foodstuffs imported from the farm, 3. to mean 
u;ore2s imported a dtange of attitude. 4. to involve as 
cumstance; imply. 5. Computers, to bring (documents, 
one application program from another: —v.L 6. to be 
or importance; matter, —re. 7. something that is 
abroad. 8. the act of importing. 9. consequence; 1 
meaning; implication: He felt the import of her words. 
ME < L importare. See ni-', pokt^ — lmoport/a«ble, at 
biltoty, re. — Imoport'er, re. 
imoporot&ncQ (im pdr'ms), re. 1. the quality or state 
tant; significance. 2. Obs. an important matt^. 3. Obs. 
Obs. import; meaning. — Syn. oiPoaTANCE, conseqijen 
moment refer to something valuable, influential, or wo. 
poRTANCE is the most general of these terms, asjtigc 
value or influence to a person or thing: the importai 
discoveries, consequence may suggest personal distincti 
gest importance based on results to be produced: a a 
quence in worid avoirs; an event of great consequena 
sicNincANCE carries the implication of importance not i 
diately recognized: The significance of the discover 
many y&irs vater. moment, on. the other hand, usu. n 
ately apparent, self-evident importance: an interna 
great moment, 
imcporetanft (im pdr'tnt). adj. t. of much or great 
consequence: an important event in world history. 2. 
distinction: an important scientist. 3. self-important. ' 
nate. [1580-90; < ML important-, s. of import&ns, p 
to be of consequence, weigh, L: to carry in. import; sc 
por'tant*hf. adv. — Usage. Both more important a 
TANTLY occur at the beginning of a sentence in all varii 
Eng^h: Mbne important (or More importantly), her j 
ministrutor is unnuitched. Objections cue raised agai 
TANTLY on the grounds that the phrase more import an 
form of "What is more important," a construction in 
IMPORTANTLY caunot occuT. Nevertheless, more importai 
o>mmon expression, esp. in speech; it probably develt 
with other sentence-modifying adverbs, as fortunately 
isnoporotao^en (im'pdr ta'shan, -por-), re. 1. the act 

something imported. [1595-1605} 
iniopor«tuonate (im p6r'cha nit), adj. 1. overly urg. 

in solidUtion. 2. troublesome. (1520-30) — Imopor'ti 
imoporotune (im^pdr toon', -tyoon'. im pdr'chan), i 
ing, adj. — v.t 1. to tirge or press with excessive p 
tirouble; annoy. 3. Archaic, to beg for nrgentiy or persi 
to make urgent or persistent solicitations, — adj. 
[1350-1400; ME (adj.) < L tmportOnus unstutable, 
lendess] — lm'por»tune/|y, adv. -^Im'por-tun/er. n. 
Imoporotuonio^ (im'pdr too'ni te. -tyoo'-). re., pZ. -1 
or quality of b^ig importunate. 2. an importunate so! 
ImoposG (im poz'). v.. -posed, -posofng. —v.t 1, to a 
by or as if by authority: to impose taxes. 2. to thrust 
others: to impose oneself uninvited. 3. to pass or palm 



Gk stendfs> nairow. close + Gk^ bdth(os) 



euxybaxhic). [190CM)5; < 
depth (see batho-) + -icl- 
stenoooSDPOiph (sten'a graf/, -grafO, n: '-1. 'any of various itypewnter- 
like keyboard instruments used for. writing in shorthand. 2. a charac- 
ter written in shorthand, ^^u.t. 3. to write in shorthand. * {1815-25] ■ ^ 
5te«n6g«ra«BshGr (sta nog'ra far), n, a person who specializes in tak- 
ing dictation in shorthand. [1790-1800, Am^r.] 
stQ^nogoraophjf (sta nog'ra- fe), n. the art of writing 'in shorthand. 
[1602: < QV. sten6(s) narrow, close, confined -k -graphy} — stehoo* 
graph*(c (sten'a grafik), adj. — stan'o-^raph/local^ly, adv. - ^^y^ 
steonose<(I " (sti nSst', -nozdO. od/- 'characterized by stenosis; abnor- 
mally narrowed; [1895-1900; sienos(is) + -ed*) , 
stQ«fM>osls (sti nO'sisK n. ia narrowing or stricture of a passage or 
vessel of the body. [1855-60; < NL < G)k stasis - stend^/vai: s. 
of sterw^ to straiten, confine; v; deri of steruSs narrow "+ -sis -sis] 
— stBonotlc C-not'ik), adj. 
sten»o«tSffpQ (sten'a tip/), n.. v., -typed, -typ-ing. — ri 1.' a keyboard 
machine resemblii^'a typewriter, used in stehotypy. 2. the'symbbls 
typed in ohe stroke on this machine, ^.t. 3; to write or record with 
a stehotype. (1890-95; formerly a trademaric] ' ^^sten'o«typ/bt n, 
$ten*o«lg/8>*y (sten'a ti^'pe); nl' shbrthaiid in which symbols are used 
to produce shortened forms of words or phrases. (1890^95; stehoCgha- 
vmj + -Vypb + -V] — sten^ootyp'ic C-tip'ik), ddj. ' 




posed of a parent,ra stepparent; and a child or chiSSB 
maniage. [1965-70] .^M^m 
step«feo4h(M" (stepTa/tfiar), n.* the hiisband ^0^-0^^^!!^^ 

later marriage, [bef. 900] . , . .. r- >c^^ri?^^^'^ « 

stephoaono«tls (stef^a no'tis). ru any vine, belon^i^^:^ 
Stepkanotis, of the milkweed family, having fra^^pSi^ |ea;tt 
flowers and leathery leaves. [1865-70; < - ML <; Ck^^m^ 
adj.) fit for a crown, da, of stiphanos (masc.) crownr^^^^N 
Ste*ph©B (ste^van), 7L 1. Sairrt,%died A;D.'C35,^firiit^^^^ 
2. Saint' c975r 1038, first king of Hungary . 997^1 flaki^^^ ^**"^ 
Btois).a097?-H54. .king of England. 11355-54.' 4..Sfr^t^^**» #^ 
EngUsh critic, biographer, and philosophy- (father'^^^^SHilS''***, 
Steoiphona (ste/vanz). n. Alexander- Hamlftofi^i^Sr**! 

president.of the Confederacy 1861t65. . : i-^yi^j^ei^f^** ^ 
5teoB>»ton«son (ste^van san). n. 1. Geoi^ie, 1781^iB4MSk:v ^ 

tor and engineer. 2.. his son Robert 1803-59^ EngBsii'^^SS****- 
ste^An^, ' adj: • 1. (of garments* shoes, etc.) put /oii5^^&,^ - 
into. — n. 2. step-ins;: wide-leg panties -for womeit^fl9^^^f ^**WSif 
step»lac3«<&a7 (step/lad'ar), n. -a ladder having fl^t^ a^Sr^t_ 
rungs, esp. one with a hinged frame opening up to^i^^^-^S?^ 
ing legs. [1745-55] - . .. ■ • . . „.-,f-^^^^*mm 

stepomottioetr (step'muth'ar), n. the wife of'one%ti 



marriage; [bef. 900] 



stent (stent), n. Afed. a small, expandable tube used for inserting in a Staponoy (step^ne), n. a former borough of 
blocked vesseL or other part, 'i'^'^'^-^^*''^"'* ' - nnw rurtinf.TATxrav u^mia»n . - . 



_ I1966-:6S; orig-'uhcert.]- 
stenotor' (sten'tflr), a a tnrmp^-stiaped dilate protozoal! of the ge- 
nus Stenfic(r. [1860-65; < NL; sefe sTENrow^ 
st©n*tooriiairi '(sten tdr'e an, -tor'O, adj. very loud or powerful in 
spurid: a stenlorian voice: [1595-1(505; Stefntor a Herald in the Itiad 
with a loud voice (< Gk.Sf^hfSr) .+ [ 
st^ (si^), tl; a inovenient madfe'by 



now part • oft TowCT Hamlets. - . ' f^^'-it^ 

stepogMoroont (step/par'ant. -par/-)j n. a, st^£ath^^S^B«wi_ 
[1885^901 —step'par/ent.ing, 7i.?w: , > , : ■'^>^^^M^^' 
steppo (step), n.' 1. an extensive plain; esp. one- witl^^^M^'-^ 
SteppeSk the vast grasslands invthe S and E.Eurot^a^ti^^Si *! 
Asian parts^ of Russia. [1665-^75; Ruas siq?'- o^jUlEMte^^b ^ 
steppod'-up/. adj. increased;: augmented; acc^^^^^^fl 

fandnaSsing campaign. [1900-05] < - v r.- .-i-- .,>hfM^'^^^ ^ 
sttepopGsr ;(step/ar)i n. a person or anitnalcthat- stqpwffia^ia»4 
step/plngbstoBto^- or step^plng. stoaio^;-^ ri- 



of equal distance' of the other foot: 3i' the s^ce.pass^'over or the 
distance measured by bne^^such, movement .of 'the foot. 4. the sound 

made. by pp_ foot .in; makfog McH'a^nipvement .5^ a mark or, iionypTes- steposfaoto (step^sis/tar), it : one's?: stepfatheiJa!] 
sion pade by the foot on the graUndilfdotpiiritV' fel the. maiiner of 'step^ daughter by a previous marriage. [1400-50]- u[ -^-i^ 



on hi CTOssmg a stream, marsh, etc 2. any mt^igli^^fi^w^^ 
yancement or miprovem«it- [1275-1325\.. : r-:^^^^§A'm^^ ^ 



ping;' gait; stride.' 7. pade.or.rhythipQ in rriarching: doubie^uick st^. B, step«son (step>sunO, a a son of one's husbandrbi3S^fe» 
a pace or rhytto, uniforai with that of: another, or others, or' in time ous marriage, (bef. 900] * *^ 



witih ipusic. 
retrace 



usic. 9. steps, moyem«itia\or, course iri stepping or walliing: to stepostool (step'stoolO;' 
P/?*'ft .^'^f .. Ipr:^- o^^^ under a stool. [1945-SOJ 



a a low set of hinged 



es5,OT:,jiw aita^^ stepA^apT^ adj. l:'effecting an increase. ,2. SCTvin^tfJ^^vt^a-i 

gree, ,or ^ade. as.on a vertical scale.' :;I2; a. support for the foot in asr a step-up transfoTmer. ' -^^ - i»n in<»r«ae^ «w.r-^2?^«sss:i£s* i^ r^' 

cending. or descending: the sti^ of d ladder. . 13. 'a very, short 

distance. .14. a repeated pattern or unit of movemLeht in a dance 
formed by a combination of, foot and body motions. 1 15.' M a 
degree, of .the staff' or of the scale.- b. the interval, between two adja- 
cent scale degree; swxind. 16. a/spckef, frame, pr^ platform for si^>- 
pprtinig the. lower eiiff of a mast r—v.t 17. to move, m steps. 18. to 
walk, esp. for, a few, strides . or a short distance: ,,S£ep . 'over to, ifte 
couTiTer. 19. to move with ineasured steps, as. in a dance. 20. tp go 
bri^skly or fast as a horse., 21., to come, easily and natiiurally, ^ if by a 
step of^ the foot: to step into a, fortune.. 22., to put the foot down; 



. . 3; an increase aiins^ia^^i^i .. 

[1590^95] ■.- ■ . ■ {-0':-r-i., :i ,h^:^l''-- ' 

step«wis®: (step'wizO, adv. 1. in a steplike •'arta^^U --<a^ 1 

Music, moving from one adjacent tone to anotho-.i^lfflBSl?!!! 
-stSTr a suffix used in forming: nouns*, often- dCTo^atra^^r^^^Mt^ 
to occi^ation, habit, , or association: gamesten' son&6k:'^i£&sts' fMi 
OE .-est7F. c: MD -ster. USLG -(e)sterl ■ , . , 'J/r/s^fn^^It-.: - ' ^ 
st@r^- sterling.-, t -u; ■■ ^>^^'^^^ 

ster»co«raoCQOus (stih-^ ra^shas) also ster^obom^^df^^rail, 
adj. consisting of,'; reseinhling, or pertaining tc --^ -^-^ -^ - 



_ . ^ „ ilTtSt 

n^^J^ fJ^A°V ^' 23. to press Wie the, foot as, on^aJever store (ster).-iL -a cubic .meter, ejuivalent tai.3i^'®^ll4 
tfJF^ o opewte SQme^mechanism._-rr.;.t 24., to take (a measure cordwood.. [1790^1800; <iF 5t^. < ck^^m^m 



step, pace, stride,, etc.). 25. to go throu^ or perform the steps of (a 
dance).,.26.,tp.inove or set (the foot) in taking a step. 27. to, measure 
(a distance, ground, etc.) by' steps (sometimes foK by off or out). 28. 
to, make. or . arrange in the manner, of a . sieries, of steps. 29.' to fix, (a 
mast) in its step. 30., step down, si to low^r.or decrease by degrees 



steroooo (ster'e 6^. ster^-). ni, pi sterie^os, 'axi^yi.^i0^%'sgsi!mm 
equipment for reproducing stereophonic soimd.vZ;ist^p^^;^sc^ souii^ 
reproduction. 3. stereoscopic photography. 4. a sJargg w iidpfc ^loto- 
graph; • 5. stereotktb (det 1). - -rOdj^^G^ pertainihii'^tQ^st^QAwat 
sound, stereoscopic photography, etc, [1815-25]" 



come involved; intervene.. 32. step out a., to leave a place.^esp. fbr»a 
short time. b. to walk or march at a mprej*apid pace, c to go out so^ 
dally. 33. step . up, , a. to raise, bir . increase by degrees. b. Atj be prpr 
moted; advance, t to , make progress; iniprbve. " T-rj<*om,"34. brea^ 
step, to cease or interrupt inarching Jn, step; ;35.Jn (or out of) step. a. 
in (or not in) time to a rhythm or beat, as while marchiiig in unison, 
b. ,m, (or iiot in), harmony or agjreein^nuwith others. 3§. ketep step, to 
stay m step; keep pace. 37. step 1^ step, gradually; by stages' 3d. 
^P. op the ga5,./n^777iai. .to^moye more quickly; huny,. 39. 

take stepsi Jo -employ necessary procedures. [t>ef..960; (v.) OE, step- 
pan, c. OHG stepferu (n.) ME;'OE siepe] ... . . 
stop-, , a prefix used. in kinship terms denoting members. of a famUy re^ 
• [ated by the remarriage of a p^irent and not by, blood: stepbrother . [OE 
steep-, c. OHG stiof', ON stjOp-] I,.. 
stepf aerp^ic^ n. {used with a sing., or pi. v.) aerobic exercises per- 
f onned by stepping, up onto and down frpm a stepping biojck., [1990- 

Steo|i»a«.na?bert; (step'a na k^rtO. rL the capital of the Nagoroo- 
Karabakh Autonomous Region, within Azerbaijan. 33 ,000. 

stepobinoth»<S7 (step/bruth>'ar), n. one's stepfather's or stepmother's 
son by a previous marriage.-' [1400.^50] . . . ^ . = n . - .-. . . , - 

stepochilA (step^childO* n-^p/. -chti«<bw t a child of onets husband 
or wife by a previous marriage. 2. any person, project, ^c; that, is 
not prop«fy treated,; supported, or appreciated. - [bef. 1 000} ; - i ^ S 

stopodetughotor (step'dd'tar), .ri; a. daughter of onfe's husband or 
wife by a previous naaniagei (bef. 900}^ - . -i .;- 

step^-down^, adj. 1. serving to decrease voltage: a step-down trxms- 
formeej :^n. 2; a decrease or reduction in rate' or- quantity,' . [1890-95]^ 

stop«famoi»Iy. (step/fam^a :le> •-farn>1e),^n., pL- -lies, .a i family jcom- 



three-dimensions": stereochemistry: stereogram; sidvg^ci^^i^t, £^ 
before a vowel stere-. (< Gk, comb, form of sfererfs^Hamfe'sbBdl 
storoeooebato (ster'e a bat^ ster'-), n. 1. the fouQEl^tin or ba«f 
upon which a buiichng is- CTected. 2. the solid pUifisni^^iai^ dn 
floor and substructine' of, a classical temple; podiilm^^C^iifesTtte' 
BATE. [1830-40; < L stereobates,,< Gk stereobaffe^ -if ita^aif^dt»>- + 
•bates that which supports (see sttylobate, basis)] jJW^^^f 
ster>e»o»cheni«is»tBy (ster^e 6 kem'a sns, ster^f-yi^^me hmiAvt 
chemistry that deals|with the determination of the r^itlvi^a^lpns ifi 
space of the atpml^f- groups of atoms in a compoimtf i^m* »|th tfce 
effects of these' po^ons on the properties of ihe 'a^^m&^ti 
90] — steT^e*OfiSiem^Uca\, adj. 
ster»Q«o«grani^ (stei-^ a gram', ster'-), n. 1. a di^c^W."^iaiim «^ 
resenting objects, in? a way to give the impression- of sdiiiJ^^i. st8» 

ocRAPH. (i86s-7(fl.-,-4:U:E - s 0.^^^;: ' 

ster»fioo«grap5sL '(ster/e^3graf>', -graf' ster^-), rtl a'fn#i''^<fa^ 
picture for a stereoscope. [1855-60] ' sfi^m^^^^ 

ster^a-ogora.phy (ster'e og'ra fe; stei-^'-),' n, 1. thei^affio^^ 
the fonhs of soKd bodies oil ia plane. '2. a brahdi*'di^^^Kg* 
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dealirig with the constructibn of regularly defined 'solidSirti^S ^ i i 
— 5ter'e.o*graph/lc (-a graf/ik. ster'-). ad/. — ste^>^#^<^^»^^^■«*i'^ vfii^, 
adv. ■•■ •»i*'.''.r. ■ . • ■ Ovv-..^..,v> ■*' .-^'^ll^^^S^^T:'-, " ^^^B^ 

ster«e«o*l*so*inar (ster^ 5 I'sa mar," ster'-). a. ai:^^^d^ss1 sr jss«« 
isomers exhibitmg istereoisomerismi ' [1895^1 900] fer^-^Sp'******^ 
*-mer'Je'(-m«-/ik).-.*(5^.. - , .. : .■ , -.^ -feTi^^^-i^ ■ '■■ 

steroeoootosomeeB-oism (stei^e 0 T som<3 riz^ami stSfe)j?^^&e 
erism ascribed to different relative positioiis of the aioDis^cBE^tiJt^^ 
atoms in the molecules- of organic compounds. [ 1890^^5}^^/ ^ 
steff-aooofooogy ! (Sterne oKa j§. stSr'^); njf a brarich'df^:^^?^*^*^ 
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